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THE ORDER OF SERVICE 
Common Service  Christian Worship, p. 15 

The Common Service © Northwestern Publishing House 1993. All rights reserved.   
Used by permission, including hymns 474, 245, 457, 537, and 755 Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-714955 

 

OPENING HYMN  474 - Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus 
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INVOCATION 
 

Minister In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

 

   

Congregation               A            -         men. 
 

 

M Beloved in the Lord:  Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to 

God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

 

C Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  I have done what is evil and 

failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 

eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus 

Christ, I pray: Lord have mercy on me a sinner. 

 

LORD HAVE MERCY (Kyrie) 
 

 
 

ABSOLUTION 
 

M God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His only Son to be 

the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 

authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and 

of the Holy Spirit.  

 
 

M   In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord: (245:1,3) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

M The Lord be with you. 

 
 

M Let us pray.  Almighty and merciful God, it is only by your gift of grace that we 

come into your presence and offer true and faithful service.  Grant that our worship 

on earth may always be pleasing to you, and in the life to come give us the 

fulfillment of what you have promised; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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THE WORD 
 

FIRST LESSON  Jeremiah 23:23-29 
With the Kingdom of Judah moving ever closer to judgment, Jeremiah proclaims the 

Lord’s condemnation of false prophets. 

 
JEREMIAH 23:23 “Am I only a God nearby,”  

       declares the LORD,  

       “and not a God far away?  

 24 Can anyone hide in secret places  

       so that I cannot see him?”  

       declares the LORD.  

       “Do not I fill heaven and earth?”  

       declares the LORD.  

 25 “I have heard what the prophets say who prophesy lies in my name. They say, ‘I 

had a dream! I had a dream!’ 26 How long will this continue in the hearts of these lying 

prophets, who prophesy the delusions of their own minds? 27 They think the dreams they 

tell one another will make my people forget my name, just as their fathers forgot my 

name through Baal worship. 28 Let the prophet who has a dream tell his dream, but let the 

one who has my word speak it faithfully. For what has straw to do with grain?” declares 

the LORD. 29 “Is not my word like fire,” declares the LORD, “and like a hammer that 

breaks a rock in pieces? 
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PSALM      Psalm 139a 
Refrain Tune: Marty Haugen. © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL,  

www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

All will sing the refrain and the Gloria.  

Men will sing the first line of each verse, and women respond with the 2nd line. 

 
(Men) O LORD, you have searched me and you | know me;* 

 (Women) you perceive my thoughts | from afar. 

 

(Men) You discern my going out and my | lying down;* 

 (Women) you are familiar with | all my ways.    

 

Refrain 

 

(Men) Where can I go from your | Spirit?* 

 (Women) Where can I flee from your | presence? 

 

(Men) If I go up to the heavens, | you are there;* 

 (Women) if I make my bed in the depths, | you are there. 

 

(Men) If I rise on the wings | of the dawn,* 

 (Women) if I settle on the far side | of the sea, 

 

(Men) even there your hand will | guide me,* 

 (Women) your right hand will | hold me fast. 

 

(All) Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit, 

as it was in the be | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen.    

 

Refrain 
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SECOND LESSON  Hebrews 12:1-13 
Running the race of life requires perseverance because the Word of God brings division 

and persecution and violence. 

 
HEBREWS 12:1Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let 

us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run 

with perseverance the race marked out for us. 2Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author 

and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its 

shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3Consider him who endured 

such opposition from sinful men, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.  

 4In your struggle against sin, you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your 

blood. 5And you have forgotten that word of encouragement that addresses you as sons:  

   “My son, do not make light of the Lord’s discipline,  

      and do not lose heart when he rebukes you,  

 6because the Lord disciplines those he loves,  

      and he punishes everyone he accepts as a son.” 

 7Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as sons. For what son is not 

disciplined by his father? 8If you are not disciplined (and everyone undergoes discipline), 

then you are illegitimate children and not true sons. 9Moreover, we have all had human 

fathers who disciplined us and we respected them for it. How much more should we 

submit to the Father of our spirits and live! 10Our fathers disciplined us for a little while 

as they thought best; but God disciplines us for our good, that we may share in his 

holiness. 11No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it 

produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it.  

 12Therefore, strengthen your feeble arms and weak knees. 13 “Make level paths for 

your feet,” so that the lame may not be disabled, but rather healed. 

 

 

VERSE OF THE DAY 

 
Praise the one who blessed the children With a strong, yet gentle, word; 

Praise the one who drove out demons With the piercing, two-edged sword. 

Praise the one who brings cool water To the desert’s burning sand; 

From this well comes living water, Quenching thirst in ev’ry land. (353:2) 

 

 

 

 



[8] 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

After the announcement of the Gospel the congregation responds: 

 
 

 

GOSPEL  Luke 12:49-53 
Jesus warns that his fire will bring division between believer and unbeliever, even within 

that most intimate of human relationships, the family. 

 
LUKE 12:49 “I have come to bring fire on the earth, and how I wish it were already 

kindled! 50But I have a baptism to undergo, and how distressed I am until it is completed! 
51Do you think I came to bring peace on earth? No, I tell you, but division. 52From now 

on there will be five in one family divided against each other, three against two and two 

against three. 53They will be divided, father against son and son against father, mother 

against daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against daughter-in-law and 

daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.” 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

After the reading of the Gospel the congregation responds: 
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CONFESSION OF FAITH – THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

   maker of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell. 

 The third day he rose again from the dead. 

 He ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy Christian Church,  

   the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY            457 - Fight the Good Fight 

 
 

 

 

SERMON 

 Hebrews 11:5 

 

Walk the Walk of Faith 
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PRAISE AND PRAYER 
 

RESPONSE TO THE WORD 
 

 
 

FRIENDSHIP REGISTER and GATHERING OF OFFERINGS 
 

MUSICAL OFFERTORY 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

Let us pray to the Lord on behalf of His Church, our nation, the causes of peace and 

justice, the needs of the sick, and all people as they have need. 
 

Brief silence 
 

You have granted us great privilege and mercy, O Lord, that we should be called Your 

people. Work in us by Your Spirit, that we may love what is good and obey Your 

command cheerfully. Keep us from an easy faith that costs us nothing, and preserve us 

that we may be the salt of the earth and light in the darkness of a world that does not 

know You. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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Give Your aid, O Lord, to all public officials, especially our president, the Congress of 

these United States, our governor, the legislature of this state, and all who serve us in 

Your name in government. Grant peace to the nations, and prosper to the benefit of all 

people the cause of justice. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Keep us, O Lord, from growing weary of doing good, and give us loving hearts to show 

kindness to all people. Be with those who suffer any need, especially the poor, 

unemployed and homeless. Grant Your mercy to them and to all the household of Your 

people, that we shall be steadfast of heart and kept safe in every trial. Lord, in Your 

mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Grant to all the sick, O Lord, the riches of Your mercy to sustain them in their afflictions, 

deliver them according to Your will, comfort them with Your presence, and build them 

up in the hope of new and everlasting life. Be especially with __________ and those we 

name in our hearts before You. Give them a cheerful countenance and a grateful heart for 

all Your mercies to them in their time of need. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.  

 

You know, Lord, the secrets of our hearts and what would entice us to fall away.  Equip 

us by Your grace to love You with all that we are and all that we have. Accept, we pray, 

the tithes and offerings we bring, with the sacrifice of our praise and thanksgiving, which 

is our duty and delight. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Bring to our remembrance, O Lord, those who have loved and served You, who now rest 

from their labors, that we may be encouraged by their witness, follow their example as 

they followed Christ, and be kept holy and blameless until we stand with their number on 

that day when Christ shall return in His glory as judge and king of all. Lord, in Your 

mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Preserve us, O Lord, from all temptation, and grant us faith, that we may rest all our 

prayers and the desires of our hearts in Your merciful arms, for the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, 

as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and 

forever.  Amen. 
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SERMON HYMN 537 - Onward, Christian Soldiers 
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PRAYER AND BLESSING 
 

M Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so 

hear them, read, learn, and take them to heart, that being strengthened and comforted 

by your holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life, through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

 

 

 

M The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

 
 

 

 

CLOSING HYMN  755 – Your Kingdom, O God 
 

The congregation is invited to sing along with the small group. 
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